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Lesson 24: Column - Varieties of Japanese expressions
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1. Different expressions in different places
In Japan, people sometimes use different expressions to mean the same thing depending on the region. It is called a "Dialect." Some
examples are shown below. If you have any questions, please ask your workmates.

No. Word/Phrase How to read (Hiragana) Translation Dialect
1 holF5% N5 Put away RET

2 15 NS Dispose ENd. .55

3 < %< Sweep <

4 | FHLEITS LEHITS Lift up 2%

5 RA% /e AT Bundle U5

6 B x<LL HLELLL Sprain a leg <5
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2. Different expressions at different worksites
Same tools used at construction sites are sometimes called in different ways depending on the region, age, or company. The below
shows some examples. It is advisable to take note and remember the expressions used at your worksite.

No. Word/Phrase How to read (Hiragana) Translation Another name

1 —¥HE WEYAL® Unicycle a2

2 ZAE LEw) Post HiR— b

3 | vani LeN 3 Shovel 2ay S

4 HFR TR Wooden mallet gy (YL mn) KB (BHiY)
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3. Unique expressions of construction sites

The most important thing at a construction site is safety. Therefore, if you are in danger or take an action that might lead to danger,
people may shout or yell at you harshly. They are words to protect the safety of you and those who work with you. You may be
shocked, but it is not a word to abuse you. Please ensure safety and do not cause any accidents. If the situation is urgent such as in
an emergency, the expressions are often short and strong.

) Translation
IFARYT AR YT 5F, Don't be absent-minded! You'll hurt yourself.
(£ )€>Z>7lf7—7;u| You idiot! Watch out!
fiéj)@,,’(/ufgo f’é@p%“o%ﬂ! What are you doing? It's dangerous. Get back here!
WLV S %—3’(”\,\! Just get back!
%%:%t fﬁzt )\%g Don't go in there without asking!
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4. Importance of asking questions and confirming

If you have any questions, please make sure to ask and confirm before the work. If you work without understanding, the possibility of

accidents increases, which is very dangerous. There is no shame in asking questions about safety at work in Japan. Ask questions
without reservation and work safely.

&35 Translation
EHILTTTH, Why?
NTVWTT D, Is this all right?
TAHAEEA, £5itﬁgﬁéx\bi¢o Excuse me. Can you show me again?
N (N eals) )69—;’(&\,\&7)'75\0 5521{&5?(17( =X\, How do you use this? Please tell me again.
TAHFIFA, rim Z1oTENTTH, Excuse me. Which one is a circular saw?
T LdNl,->TED \,\’)%Dﬁi’(“’z)';jxo What does "kerengake" mean?
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